What Do You Think?
The following questions were listed on the American Dutch Rabbit Club website concerning varieties. There were 17 people who responded, and they were asked to rate the varieties from favorite to least favorite color. This is the response:

	 
	favorite
	2nd favorite
	3rd favorite
	4th favorite
	5th favorite
	6th favorite

	Black
	3
	6
	4
	3
	1
	0

	Blue
	5
	3
	2
	3
	4
	0

	Chocolate
	2
	1
	3
	3
	3
	5

	Gray
	3
	2
	1
	2
	2
	7

	Steel
	2
	3
	5
	2
	4
	1

	Tortoise
	2
	2
	3
	4
	3
	4


What is it you like about the variety you chose as your favorite?
Scott & Rachel Braden from Beach City OH: From the time I saw my first blue Dutch they have always been my favorite variety.  I just think there is nothing sharper than a properly colored blue Dutch, especially if it is in prime condition, they shine!
Olivia Wismer from Milford NJ: I have always felt that when someone thinks of a Dutch rabbit they think of a black and white Dutch. But to me the blacks are the most stunning of all the colors, when you see them on the table they just look amazing! Plus it was one of the first varieties I raised when I began this journey 9 years ago. However I must say the blue steel if recognized would be my favorite over black

Carol Vasko from Bryan OH:  Torts, I love the beauty of the color.
Samantha Henderson from Brentwood CA: I love the chocolates! Not only do I raise Chocolate Dutch, but I also raise Chocolate Polish and Havanas. To me, it is a beautiful, rich color that really isn't recognized as much as it should be. Yes, it's just a brown rabbit, but there's something about it that catches my eye on the show table.

Kristy Hume from Charlotte MI: I really like grays as my favorite variety for numerous reasons. One is that I think a really sharp looking gray can go all the way on the show table. They are an easy, classy choice for the big wins behind a nice black. Not to say other colors can't or shouldn't win, I just think I see more blacks and grays win than any other color. I also think grays are a fun challenge. With their agouti color comes a whole new element to the challenge of our breed. Now you need markings, type, and color that are correct on many levels. And finally, I think grays have the best personalities of the colors I raise. I can't remember ever raising a mean or poorly-tempered gray. They are always sweet, friendly, and happy to see you!

Judy Whatley from Bryson TX: Blue, color and personality.
Sarah Cleavenger from Renton WA: When you get that really nice Dutch, with a very nice luster to it's coat, I think it looks best in Black, as the black/white just sets it off to look stunning.

Briony Barnes from El Dorado KS: The first Dutch I saw and fell in love with was a photo of a Yellow from the UK.  The tortoise is the closest thing we have, and I think the combination of a (good) bright, clean, orangey Tort with white is gorgeous.  I like bright, clean orangey rabbit colors, but I don't like dark, smutty tort in any breed!

Katie Kirk from Sardinia OH: My first Dutch was a steel.
Russel Lisitsa from Lake Charles LA: My favorite thing about Steel is the ticking. 

Austin Smith from Smithville OH: I think that blacks are just really pretty and they look the best with the white saddle.
Sherry Hines from Skiatook OK: Deep blue color is my favorite.

Alex Osborn from Bradenton FL: A good Gray with proper bands is the most beautiful of the varieties.

Elisha B. Silva from Carson TX: Blue is the most beautiful of colors in rabbits. Even though it's just a dilute of the black, it has always appealed to me, even in my Mini Rex and Netherland Dwarfs. It was hard to pick a favorite, and Black was a close second, but a beautiful dark Blue takes my breath away, perfectly contrasting with the white on the animal.

David AuBuchon from Leadwood MO:  Chocolate, the color and the challenge in making them competitive with the other varieties. 

What varieties do you raise and what influenced that decision?
Scott & Rachel Braden from Beach City OH: My daughter Rachel and I raise blacks, blues, and chocolates.  Well, blues are my favorites, chocolates are Rachel’s favorites, and I do really love blacks as well.  Steels will soon be in our barn as well, my second favorite variety.  Although for the purpose of this survey I have ranked the varieties 1-6, make no mistake I like and appreciate all of our varieties, I love DUTCH no matter what color they are. 
Olivia Wismer from Milford NJ: I raise Black, Gray and Steel. I have always had blacks as they are my favorite recognized variety but steel and grays were accidents. I had a litter born about 5 years ago with 1 steel in it, ever since then I have been hooked. Grays have been my new project for the last few years, and I have Lauren Dean to thank for this. She sold me a son from her 2007 NDS winner, who ended up producing my first ever best of breed rabbit which just so happened to be a Gray. He has since went on to grand out, and be my main herd buck, his son and grandson have all followed in his footsteps. So I guess for me, the varieties I raise are the varieties I’m doing the best with. I raised Blues up until last year when I realized my whole blue herd was the weakest in the barn. Since I wanted to reduce my herd a bit, I decided to just sell out the variety. There is only 1 color I have never had in my Barn and that is the tort, though I think they are a gorgeous color, they just don't wow me as much as the other varieties. 

Carol Vasko from Bryan OH: I raise tort, steel, and gray. The first torts I ever saw belonged to Todd Uran. It was at a small open show in Williams County, and I thought they were the most beautiful animals at the show. That was in 1995 and I owned one Dutch at the time, a gray. It wasn't long before I had torts. 

Samantha Henderson from Brentwood CA: I raise all 6. I started with the black because, well, that’s what seems to be most popular. Then came the tort, because it was so different from the others. Then the blue, then the chocolate. We have one gray doe that carries the steel gene, and she just sticks around because she's such a great mom.

Kristy Hume from Charlotte MI: I specialize in blacks, blues and grays, but I also raise a few steels. I chose blacks and blues right off the bat because they were the colors that appealed to me the most, and since I bought blacks with blue influence in their pedigree, I could mix them to get a little more variety in my lineage. Grays came later when I realized I really wanted a third color, and that was the next color I really liked. Steels came by naturally because I wanted to experiment breeding my grays to blacks. I cull any grays that come from that cross, and the steels are shown and sold because I don’t keep them as breeding animals.

Judy Whatley from Bryson TX: blue, tort, choc, black. I love the color and personality of the majority of the blues. Torts are a unique color and they seem to have wonderful attitudes.  Chocolate is harder due to the color being deep/dark. Blacks because you can use them with just about any other color.
Sarah Cleavenger from Renton WA: I've had all varieties in the past, but only raise Blacks and Blues right now, as they have the most competition in my area, and breed well together. 

Briony Barnes from El Dorado KS: I started with only Tort as a youth breeder.  Jill Pfaff convinced me to give blues a try, and then Wayne MacKinnon decided I should do blacks.  How could anyone say no?  After the barn fire, I had none of my tort line left so I only raised blacks and blues.  The Torts weren't done with me and reappeared, so I'm now raising a few again.  

Katie Kirk from Sardinia OH: Steel, Black and Gray. My first and favorite color is the steel. You need blacks to get good steels, and my first gray was a gift and it went from there.

Russel Lisitsa from Lake Charles LA: I raise Steel, Blue, Black, and Chocolate. I chose these varieties for their color patterns.

Austin Smith from Smithville OH: I raise everything besides chocolates and blues. The thing that influenced me to raise torts was my Dad and that’s because that’s what he had and I wanted to raise them and the same thing with blacks.

Sherry Hines from Skiatook OK: Black, blue, tort, and gray.

Alex Osborn from Bradenton FL: We raise all six accepted varieties.  We chose to do so in order to gain more experience with all the colors as well as the opportunities to show all varieties.

Elisha B. Silva from Carson TX: I raise Black, Blue and Tortoise, though I really hope to get back into Chocolates. I also have a Blue Gray that I just can't seem to cull. I suppose these are my colors because they are either a loved variety (Blue), readily available (Black), or a special challenge to get a bright yet dark and well shaded animal (Tortoise).

David AuBuchon from Leadwood MO: I raise Chocs, Blacks, Blues and Torts.  I like the Chocs.......they are weaker in type than the other varieties and I like the challenge of improving the overall type.  I like blacks because they are beautiful and very competitive. Torts just have gorgeous color.  Same with Blues.  ( :

Do you feel different varieties have different traits? If so, list what you have observed. 
Scott & Rachel Braden from Beach City OH: I believe there are strengths and weaknesses in our varieties not really differences.  I would say blacks, blues, steels, and grays are the most consistent on Dutch type.  Grays and steels are the best furred.  Chocolates and torts probably need the most improvement, although excellent individuals can be found in these varieties as well.  
Olivia Wismer from Milford NJ: To some extent yes! I have found my blacks always have the silkiest coats and overall the best fur, whereas my grays tend to have a much duller rougher coat. I also notice my grays throw more of the dreaded white tipped ears than any of my other varieties. 

Carol Vasko from Bryan OH: My torts tend to be more vocal, but that's probably because I talk to them more.

Samantha Henderson from Brentwood CA: Oh yes! From what I've noticed, the chocolates are the most calm, blues have a bit of sass, and the torts are the hyper ones. Don't get me wrong, I love every single one of them and they are all beautiful in their own way, but they all have their own personalities.

Kristy Hume from Charlotte MI: Again, I think blacks and grays are classy and tend to do the best on the show table. Steels and blues are right behind them, and unfortunately torts and chocolates bring up the rear. I think a large part of this is that I definitely see a difference in many torts and chocolates in body style from the rest of the colors, breeders are still working on shortening and cobbing up those colors. More recently I have seen some better quality rabbits of those two colors coming up, it just takes time. Grays used to be a bit ugly too, but with their growing popularity people started working more at them and improved them vastly. I have also noticed personality differences in my colors, although I am sure much of it has to do with lineage. I can only speak for the colors I raise, but personally, I think the grays and blues tend to be the friendliest, steels tend to be a bit naughty, and blacks seem to be the easiest to have a sour temperament.

Judy Whatley from Bryson TX:  Blues and torts are usually calmer and more laid back. Blacks and chocolates are middle of the road. Steels tend to be very excitable and more aggressive.
Sarah Cleavenger from Renton WA: It might have been just mine, but when I had Chocolates, I did feel like they had nasty attitudes, and were not as friendly as the other varieties. They're the only variety that I've had for a very short time. Of course this could have changed, as I have not had them in over 15 years now. 

Briony Barnes from El Dorado KS: Blues tend to have a shorter guard hair than blacks, even between black/blue littermates.  Anyone who raises a fur breed will tell you that a dilute coat typically has a softer texture, which is generally true, but I've also noticed a difference in structure.  Tort bucks seem to be the worst sprayers!

Katie Kirk from Sardinia OH: My grays are always very excited to get their food.

Russel Lisitsa from Lake Charles LA: In my opinion they do not exhibit different traits.

Sherry Hines from Skiatook OK: blacks usually have the shiniest coat with blues being next.

Alex Osborn from Bradenton FL: Yes, I have found that our senior steel does are grouchy until they are bred.  On the other hand, our gray does are most kind and gentle, until they are ready to kindle and are on litters.  

Elisha B. Silva from Carson TX: I can only speak for certain on the varieties I'm familiar with raising, but it seems to me that the Grays often have longer ears than the other varieties, though it doesn't seem to hurt them (Pretty sure a Gray took BOB at the Open Fort Worth Stock Show last week).  Since everything is simply a dilute of the Blacks, they can pretty much be crossed with anything that's in their background, to darken Torts and Blues, etc. Steels seem considerably less common than the other varieties in this area, but the ones that show up kick butt. It must be very difficult to get the perfect color on a Steel, heck a Gray. The Blacks, Blues, and Chocolates seem especially prone to sunburn. To me the Blacks and Blues seem to have the most rounded ears lately, where the Torts are still a little more pointed at the tips. They seem really dark lately, too. I brought my 07' model buck to a show not too long ago, and the difference surprised me. I knew he was too light already, but he went against the darkest bucks I'd ever seen, with heads that were nearly black. I think the Chins still have a ways to go before they get any best of breeds under their belt.

David AuBuchon from Leadwood MO: I definitely see a gap with the Chocs and Torts.  Overall the heads are snippier and body type is lacking.  Improvements are being made and you see some excellent animals but overall the Chocs and Torts are behind the others.  

What variety do you feel is the most difficult to raise?
Scott & Rachel Braden from Beach City OH: Chocolates definitely! Maybe it's just me but it seems like they are the hardest variety to get and maintain good color.  Body type, smoothness over the hips and hindquarter fullness are also lacking consistency. 

Olivia Wismer from Milford NJ: That is a tough one but I would have to say chocolates. Simply because my ''barn'' is basically just shelves with a roof, with my cages on the shelves, so my rabbits get a lot of sun, which always ruined the coats on my chocolates more than any of the other varieties. Even my blacks don't get as sunburned as my chocolates did. But I also think the agouti varieties are tough too, because you have to get the correct ring color along with markings. 

Carol Vasko from Bryan OH: I am amazed at the people that can raise beautiful chocolates and blues, I admire them. Chocolate and blue can be rusty or faded; I feel they're both tough varieties. 

Samantha Henderson from Brentwood CA: That's a tough one. I would say it's between the black and chocolate. Black because they are so popular and have the most competition and chocolate because they can fade so quickly. I almost have to center my whole rabbitry on keeping everyone out of the light!

Kristy Hume from Charlotte MI: I think anytime you're not dealing with a solid color, the variety is more difficult. I think grays and steels seem to be the most difficult to get correct color on. I find that torts differ too much in color from region to region and seem to lack a clear understanding of what is ideal and desired. And of course blues and chocolates are the hardest to keep a nice rich color on because they are so easily stained or sun bleached, ESPECIALLY the chocolates. Unless they are kept out of any and all light, they seem to have a very short window of time that they can be shown. Grays are also frustrating in the fact that if their coats are not 100% in condition, it affects their color and their overall show quality, and they seem to darken with age, leaving them less desirable looking.

Judy Whatley from Bryson TX: Chocolates due to the deep color are hard, but the steels and the grays due to the color.
Sarah Cleavenger from Renton WA: Probably the Steels, since our standard calls for "off white" ticking, yet with so many being bred to Grays, most Steels are more golden tipped than silver tipped. Hopefully with the Chinchillas soon to be recognized this will help improve them. 

Briony Barnes from El Dorado KS: Steel, since it doesn't breed true.  In addition to the challenges of type, markings and fur the color is also a wild card.  It's also difficult to raise a properly colored Tort and it requires intentional breeding for color.  Ring color in Grays is also a challenge.  Blacks are probably the easiest to raise but the toughest to win with since the competition is so good.

Katie Kirk from Sardinia OH: Gray.
Russel Lisitsa from Lake Charles LA: Grays are the most difficult to raise.

Austin Smith from Smithville OH: Tort

Sherry Hines from Skiatook OK: Grays, because of the ring color.

Alex Osborn from Bradenton FL: For us in Florida, it is the chocolate.  Our heat and abundant sunshine wreak havoc on the coat color. 

Elisha B. Silva from Carson TX: For me the Tort, since Blacks and Blues are pretty simple, but I would think the Gray is the most difficult. To perfect the type, markings and Agouti color in one animal must be nearly impossible. Chins are gonna be tough, too.

David AuBuchon from Leadwood MO: Definitely Steels due to the difficulty in producing Steels consistently.

Do you have a favorite non-recognized variety of Dutch? If so, what is it?
Scott & Rachel Braden from Beach City OH: Blue-Grays

Olivia Wismer from Milford NJ: Blue Grey and blue Steel, which need to be recognized!!!! 

Carol Vasko from Bryan OH: I still love the Harlies even though I don't raise them anymore.

Samantha Henderson from Brentwood CA: Lilac

Kristy Hume from Charlotte MI: Golds (an agouti color - not to be confused with yellow, which is a solid color). They're a great asset to a gray breeding program if used correctly, not to mention they are gorgeous!

Judy Whatley from Bryson TX: Chins & Harlequins.. But would love to see more of the golds and violets.
Sarah Cleavenger from Renton WA: Blue Gray

Briony Barnes from El Dorado KS: UK Yellow, a very clean, bright gold color that has a full undercut and stops.  I'm also very fond of Blue Steel and Lilac.

Katie Kirk from Sardinia OH: Chinchilla

Russel Lisitsa from Lake Charles LA: Chinchillas. 

Austin Smith from Smithville OH: Chin

Sherry Hines from Skiatook OK: Harlequin 

Alex Osborn from Bradenton FL: Chinchilla

Elisha B. Silva from Carson TX: The Blue Gray or maybe Blue Steel, Lilac 2nd, Red 3rd, Gold 4th. With my fascination of Blues, the only way you'd talk me into an Agouti Dutch is to throw Blue in with it.

David AuBuchon from Leadwood MO: Lilac

