What Do You Think?

What methods do you use to keep your barn cool during hot temperatures?
Briony Barnes from El Dorado KS: Our barn is insulated with radiant heat barrier and open on the east and west (long) sides 2 feet from the ground with flaps that can be lowered.  We run an exhaust fan and have a freezer in the barn with water bottles inside.  This year, with many days topping 105, we set up a mister system that we run for a few minutes at a time during the hottest part of the day.  
Scott Braden from Beach City OH: Open all doors and windows and run four 20 inch steel grilled 3 speed fans.  The higher the temp the higher the speed setting.  Our rabbitry is only 2,000 sq. ft. so we are turning the air over very quickly on hot days.

Olivia Wismer from Milford NJ: I personally, do not have a barn I have a series of lean-tos and shelves with a roof that hold all my cages, and is enclosed on 3 sides.  They stay pretty cool, but when it comes to barns, I find the best way is to have multiple fans hooked up blowing around in a circular fashion.  It seems to keep the temp down and gets the rabbits through the hottest parts of the day. Ice bottles are also great, but my rabbits usually just chew holes in them which only makes more of a mess for me later. 

Wesley Nelson from Treynor IA: I have ventilation fans and stir fans in the barn. Insulating the walls and ceiling of the room helps to keep out heat also.

Kandy Reif from Clarence IA: We run several fans, a ceiling fan & exhaust fan to pull the warm air out. On the super hot days where the heat index got over 100, I ran a sprinkler in front of the big front door, & the main big fan pulled the cooler air off the cold water into the barn, this helped some. I also put frozen milk jugs in front of the floor fans to cool the air.

Susan Loan from Nellysford VA: I am very lucky that my barn is located in a hollow between a small mountain and a small river.  This location along with heavy woods and mature trees provide coolness and shade.  In addition, my barn is open on the sides during the warmer months, which allows for free flow of air.  The barn also has a higher, steep peaked metal roof so hot air does not hover around the bunnies.

Samantha Henderson from Brentwood CA: We use a window A/C Unit. It seems to work best and keeps things nice and cool inside the barn.

David AuBuchon from Leadwood, MO:  I put frozen ice bottles in the cages on the worst days.........not the most effective means to cooling...( :

What methods do you use to ventilate your barn?
Briony Barnes from El Dorado KS: Natural ventilation from the openings and an exhaust fan.

Scott Braden from Beach City OH: 2 of the 4 fans are in windows on the north side of our rabbitry pulling fresh air through.  We also have one small 10 inch fan mounted at the ceiling drawing air from the ceiling out the south end of the barn.  This fan runs 24/7 all year long!

Olivia Wismer from Milford NJ: Windows, fans, and overall just keeping it clean does wonders. 

Wesley Nelson from Treynor IA: My barn is completely closed up with no windows, exhaust fans pull fresh air in through air inlets, keeping the barn in negative air pressure, this allows there to be no dead spots in the barn and turns the air over every 2 minutes.  I keep it at -60 lbs of air pressure which also eliminates flies as they cannot fly with this kind of air pressure system.  As I learned how my system was working, I added stir fans on the floor as my barn is 14'x50' and the air flow had a tendency to stall out in the middle of the barn.  Although the air temp is the same as outside or slightly cooler, the movement of air allows for a very low humidity level, keeping the rabbits comfortable and calm despite the heat.  I also only enter the barn and turn on lights during the cool part of the evening or morning if possible

Kandy Reif from Clarence IA: We have 2 exhaust fans pulling the stale air out. We also keep a window on the west side of the barn open 24/7 in the warm months (it has an awning over it, to block sun & rain). We also keep our big overhead door open with a screened gate in front of it (it too has an awning over it).

Susan Loan from Nellysford VA: I run both box fans from the rafters and box and oscillating fans at ground level when the temperatures climb above 75-80 degrees.  Because of the close proximity of the river, I already have some problems with moisture/dampness.  For that reason I don't use misters.  I also have a shallow well so I don't run a sprinkler on my rabbitry roof.  

With the fans (which I clean out & replace regularly), the temps in my rabbitry never got over 90 degrees this summer.  This is even when the heat index rose to close to 120.  Knock wood, I have not lost any rabbits (even babies) to the heat this year.  I have had litters born throughout the summer so my bucks have stayed fertile.  My does also seem to "know" and kindle at night when it is marginally cooler.  

Samantha Henderson from Brentwood CA: Open windows in the evening, but we only have a few rabbits in a large amount of space, so things don't get too bad in the barn.

David AuBuchon from Leadwood, MO: I have an open sided barn with lattice used on the sides to cut down the light getting in.  Ventilation is not a problem at all.  

What do you do if you have a rabbit stressed from the heat?

Briony Barnes from El Dorado KS: Place a frozen bottle (or two) with the rabbit, bring the rabbit indoors, and/or dunk it up to the neck in room-temperature water are all methods we've used.

Scott Braden from Beach City OH: Place a jug of frozen water in the pen with them.  In extreme cases place a small clip-on fan on the pen itself.  We have done this for does with litters in very hot weather.

Olivia Wismer from Milford NJ: The first thing I do is put ice on the rabbit’s ears; this cools the rabbits body temp the fastest.  After I have the rabbit cooled down I usually spray them down with some cool water. 

Wesley Nelson from Treynor IA: wet their ears

Kandy Reif from Clarence IA: I add a frozen pop bottle to the cage & mist their ears with cool water. I have heard putting ceramic tiles that have been kept in the freezer, in their cage helps, but have never tried it.

Susan Loan from Nellysford VA: During the hottest days, either my husband (bless him!), my son or I would take a spray bottle of water from the refrigerator and go out and spray all the animals trying to get their faces and ears.  Many bunnies realized how good it felt and would either come to the front or just lie there and seem to go "ahhh".

I would have brought any truly stressed animals into the house with the A/C if necessary.  

Samantha Henderson from Brentwood CA: We have never had a problem with stress, but we also use many measures to keep our rabbits cool. We use ice in water bottles, counter tiles in the cages, air conditioner, and if we had to, I suppose we would bring the rabbit in to the house.

David AuBuchon from Leadwood, MO: I put ice in with them.  I also use spray bottles and spray the ears down of any rabbit that seems distressed.  I have not lost any rabbits through the extreme heat but did have my bucks go sterile for approximately 60 days after extreme heat (several weeks of upper 90s and 100s)  

What suggestions do you have to prevent juniors growing long ears during a heat wave?
Briony Barnes from El Dorado KS: I believe ears may grow faster in the heat, but I haven't seen any difference in senior ear length in rabbits that were born in the summer and in the winter.  I believe maximum ear length is genetic, and the heat may help them reach that genetic potential quicker, but it doesn't cause longer ears.  I measured the ears of a few from the same bloodline, and found that those born in December-February didn't have discernibly longer, thinner, or less-furred ears than their relatives born in June-July.  My BOV Blue at the 2011 NDS was born on July 15, 2011, just three weeks before a record-breaking heat wave!

Scott Braden from Beach City OH: I would say I'm not convinced that long ears are a phenotypic expression from heat stress, but I KNOW that they are a phenotypic expression of the genes!  I have rabbits born in the hottest stretch of weather we had here in July this year and they don't have long ears.  These rabbits were exposed to ambient temps in excess of 85-100 degrees for an entire month.  If environmental heat stress causes long ears these should surely have them! 

Olivia Wismer from Milford NJ: if anyone has a good answer for this I would love to know......been trying to prevent long summer ears for years........

Wesley Nelson from Treynor IA: lots of air flow to cool the blood in their ears

Kandy Reif from Clarence IA: I haven't found a solution yet, but sure wish I knew of one.

Susan Loan from Nellysford VA: I have no idea.  The longer ears often seem more genetic than environmental.  I have had babies born on the same day and one litter (usually with the larger parents) get longer ears and the other litter have normal size ears.  Once they are grown, you can't shrink them back.  Sigh.

David AuBuchon from Leadwood, MO: Unless you have an air conditioned barn there are just some things that are more difficult. Breeding in extreme temps of summer presents a lot of challenges across the board.  It’s a choice that you have to make.  
