What Do You Think?

Why did you choose the brand of rabbit pellets that you feed?
Purina: 6
Manna Pro: 3
Alliance: 2
Pfau: 1
Kent: 1
Nutrena:1
David AuBuchon from Leadwood MO on Purina Fiber Three: I was looking for a quality feed that wasn't overly high in protein.  There is a very limited selection in the area that I live.  

Erik Bengtson from Zumbrota MN on Purina Professional: Just like everyone else that has raised rabbits for any amount of time, we have cycled through a few different types of feed.  We have settled on Purina because of accessibility and quality of product.  

Scott Braden from Beach City OH on Purina Show Formula: I have worked in agriculture all my life.  Dairy farming, raising sheep, and rabbits.  No matter the species of animal Purina has always provided a quality product that is consistent bag after bag. 

Sarah Cleavenger from Renton WA on Pfau Feed: I was with my previous feed for 8 years, until I had issues with their consistency three years ago (pig food was mixed in and killed several of my rabbits). I tried a couple different feeds for the next year, which I was not happy with any of them, before settling with Pfau's. It's one of the more expensive feeds in my area, as it's the most popular, but I was able to join a group who has it shipped straight from the mill for $5-10 less per bag.

 John Graybeal from Anneville PA on Purina Complete: Good basic balanced ration, with sufficient calories to be used as a grower and with moderation, can be used to maintain production stock. But the most important reason I use this is that it is available to me fresh. This is extremely important to me. As a young rabbit raiser (40 years ago) my father (who raised national quality standard Rex) impressed two things on me. In order to obtain and maintain show condition, two things were important. First fresh water. And second, FRESH feed. The fresher the better. I never use feed more than 6 weeks old. Fortunately, I have a source where I can get quantity delivered to the farm, never more than 2 weeks old when delivered. I believe this is the single most important quality in a feed. 

Samantha Hahn from Owosso MI on Kent 17% protein rabbit formula: It is good for the rabbits and they like it. My rabbits look nice.

Carolyn Hidalgo from Albuquerque NM on Manna Pro Sho: It is the best feed I can get in Albuquerque.

Sue Hill from Verona WI on ADM Alliance Nutrition Pen Pals: The plant is a mere 10 minutes from my home so I can get food that is so freshly milled that it's still warm in the bag when I pick it up.  I had heard several people had had good luck with it, so after moving and having challenges in finding a good feed at a reasonable cost; I decided to give it a try.  That has been 10 years and I don't care to think of using any other feed.  Over the course of raising rabbits, I've used Purina, Nutrena, Land O Lakes, Manna Pro and Heinhold, and I have liked this feed better than any others.

Kristy Hume from Charlotte Mi on Manna Pro Sho: I had been displeased with the condition of my rabbits when our previous feed switched formulas. I polled many of my fellow rabbit breeders on Facebook to see what they fed and why. I chose the Manna Pro brand because I was impressed with how happy the people who used it were with the feed and that it was liked so widely across the U.S. I chose the SHO formula based on what I felt were my rabbit’s specific needs.

Barbara Kerdeman from Manheim PA on Purina Fibre 3 & Complete: Friends recommended it.

Wesley Nelson from Treynor IA on Pen Pals Pro 16: Easily available in our area, decent quality feed, seems to put good condition and fur on my rabbits.

Kandy Reif from Clarence IA on Nutrena Naturewise Premium: We were Manna Pro dealers for about a year & used Manna for 2 years. For the past few months we were getting a lot of fines in the feed (had to sift every scoopful). The pellets didn’t smell like they use to when we first were using it. I contacted the president of the company & got a few different excuses for the poor quality. My rabbits were producing well through all this but they seemed to be losing body condition & does were thin after weaning. We switched to Nutrena after a nice talk with Mike Avesing about Nutrena & so far I am happy with it. I do add a conditioner to the show rabbits feed. 

James Rydell from Vermillion SD on Purina Show: Because of the success I have had when I've fed it.  This is the third time I have gone back to Purina.  The times I have switched were for convenience of purchase, and or cost of product.  When I've switched to the other products, which was several times, I always ended up with reproductive problems.  The major issues were does having difficulty giving birth, deformed babies associated with Vit A deficiency, and poor breeding by both bucks and does.  Rabbits also seemed starved for fiber.  Continuous molting was another issue.  Most rabbits eventually became too fat on the other products, which contributed to more breeding problems, and loss of productive animals, and having to cull good rabbits, way too early, and limiting your ability to improve your line of rabbits.
Stacey Sauter from  York PA on Manna Pro: it gives our Dutch the best condition and never have had a problem, we used Purina, had huge litters, but had issues with bad feed a few years ago and Purina denied it was the feed, they even went so far as to blame the water...which was well water.
What do you like about the product?  

David AuBuchon from Leadwood MO on Purina Fiber Three: It is consistent.  I feel that some feeds that I have used in the past were not consistent and would throw rabbits "off feed" for periods of time when I opened a new bag.  This can come at awkward times before shows and is frustrating.   

Erik Bengtson from Zumbrota MN on Purina Professional: Purina is fresh and consistent.  Those are the two things that I look for in a feed.  It is near impossible to supplement feed that is old or inconsistent.  Purina is a well balanced feed that works well for midsized rabbits.  

 Scott Braden from Beach City OH on Purina Show Formula: The consistency bag to bag, not many fines, and they test all of the feedstuffs for molds and mycotoxins.  It is a very high quality feed.

Sarah Cleavenger on Pfau Feed: Since I get it straight from the mill, I like that it's always milled the week that I get it, so I know it's fresh. It's the greenest feed I've ever seen, and the rabbits love it. When I first started it, I had a few off feed, and they immediately started eating again when given Pfau's. I also like the fact that if there are any concerns with the feed, the owner is right on top of things. He's even on our area's online group, and watches for any talk about his feed.

John Graybeal Anneville PA on Purina Complete: As mentioned above, I highly value that I can obtain this feed fresh. I also value the calories in it that come from corn. Unlike most people today, I am not afraid to feed a little corn. I remember the day when our rabbits were fed corn right off of the cob, from my grandfather's fields. I seriously doubt that corn is really the problem some people seem to think it is.  

Samantha Hahn from Owosso MI on Kent 17% protein rabbit formula: It is good for the rabbits and they like it. My rabbits look nice.

Carolyn Hidalgo from Albuquerque NM on Manna Pro Sho: I like that it is a balanced and nutritional product for my Dutch. It helps to maintain good flesh condition, better fur and a healthier animal.

Sue Hill from Verona WI on ADM Alliance Nutrition Pen Pals: It puts good flesh on my animals, always smells fresh, and I can easily pick it up when I need it.  My growth rate on litters is super.  Babies readily start eating pellets at an early age and are plump butterballs in no time.  Does come back from raising a litter quickly.  Coats are slick and I rarely have trouble with a new bunny switching to my feed when they come to my barn.  

Kristy Hume from Charlotte Mi on Manna Pro Sho: Since switching to Manna Pro SHO, I have noticed that most of my young juniors are developing quality coats at a younger age.
Barbara Kerdeman from Manheim PA on Purina Fibre 3 & Complete: My rabbits seem to like it and are doing OK on it.

Wesley Nelson from Treynor IA on Pen Pals Pro 16: pellets are consistent in size and texture.

Kandy Reif from Clarence IA on Nutrena Naturewise Premium: We have only been using the Nutrena for about 5 weeks but I notice body condition has improved & does are weaning in better condition. It is easy to purchase, it is sold at all the local Thiesen stores & manufactured about 35 miles from us. 

James Rydell from Vermillion SD on Purina Show: I think Purina Show excels over the other feeds I've feed because I believe they do not change the ingredients in their ration because of cost.  I believe the ration they use has sufficient fiber content, and the right length of fiber.   I also believe the level of Vit. A, and Vit. E. in their ration excels over most of the other products.  The show formula also has a good level of crude fat.  The crude protein is sufficient for growth and maintaining good fur, but is lacking for brood does.  So I have been supplementing my brood does to help with that area.  To save on cost, I like to buy one product, and buy a ton at a time.  The last time I switched I was able to get most of my brood does that had pretty much quit on me, back into production. I am also able to buy a fresh product, which is also important.  I also like the gradual molting the rabbits do when on this product.  You almost don't notice them going through the molt.

Stacey Sauter from  York PA on Manna Pro: our Dutch hold their coats and condition, along with good flesh condition.

What do you dislike about the product? 

David AuBuchon from Leadwood MO on Purina Fiber Three: The price keeps going up.  I'm sure it’s the same for others but I am paying over $15/bag for a 50 lb. bag.  It can get very expensive.  I feel sorry for breeders on limited budgets as it can make things difficult for them. 

Erik Bengtson from Zumbrota MN on Purina Professional: Purina Professional alone does not give the rabbits an ideal finished coat, a few top dressings are needed to push the coat finish to where I want it.  And of course I dislike the cost of the feed.  Purina is one of the more expensive products.  

Scott Braden from Beach City OH on Purina Show Formula: 

show formula is a little pricy about $15.50/50lbs. 
Sarah Cleavenger from Renton WA on Pfau Feed: I'm very happy with it, so I do not think there is anything I would change. When I first started feeding it, I was a little worried about condition, as I had always fed 18% protein, and this was 17%, but my rabbits have still done very well on it. 

John Graybeal Anneville PA on Purina Complete: Nothing.

Samantha Hahn from Owosso MI on Kent 17% protein rabbit formula: I don’t dislike anything about it.

Carolyn Hidalgo from Albuquerque NM on Manna Pro Sho: The price!!! $17 per bag.

Sue Hill from Verona WI on ADM Alliance Nutrition Pen Pals: nothing.  Very pleased with it!  Wish there were more plants around the country to make it!

Kristy Hume from Charlotte Mi on Manna Pro Sho: I am not happy with the amount of fines I find in the bags, and the inconsistency in the product bag-to-bag. Sometimes I even find whole kernels of corn in the feed when corn is not even one of the ingredients. I understand that they produce other feeds in the same equipment, but the amount of unwanted stuff I am finding in my feed seems excessive.
Barbara Kerdeman from Manheim PA on Purina Fibre 3 & Complete: Don't like when you get to the end of the bag and have so much feed dust. Update: This is an update from the other day when I did this survey. I have had a problem with mold in my feed. We are trying to get this resolved.
Wesley Nelson from Treynor IA on Pen Pals Pro 16: periodically you get fines in a bag, but those are usually in an older bag.

Kandy Reif from Clarence IA on Nutrena Naturewise Premium: We can only get it in 40lb bags.

James Rydell from Vermillion SD on Purina Show: But you get what you pay for.  Feeding the cheaper brands in the long run has cost me a lot more money than the extra I am now paying for this product.  Each time a good rabbit quits on you, you've lost several generations of genetics you've been working on.  Sometimes you’re forced to go out and buy new rabbits to replace the quality you've lost because they quit producing for you.
Stacey Sauter from  York PA on Manna Pro: the price! 17.00 a bag!
If you could improve your feed, what would you suggest? 

David AuBuchon from Leadwood MO on Purina Fiber Three: I'm fine with the feed but I think Purina should work with its store owner/distributors as many of them don't have a clue about what quality customer service is.  When you are "special ordering" feed you aren't doing the customer a favor by ordering it.....they are doing you a favor by frequenting your business.  That's a fairly simple business principle that many store owners don't seem to get.  

Erik Bengtson from Zumbrota MN on Purina Professional: Slightly lower the percentage of protein and raise the fiber level.

Scott Braden from Beach City OH on Purina Show Formula: I would like to see it cold pelleted instead of heat pelleted.  When feedstuffs are heated some of the nutrients are lost or become unavailable to the animal.  Lowering the cost would also be great, but not at the expense of quality.

Sarah Cleavenger from Renton WA on Pfau Feed: I don't think there is anything I would change on it. I've used it for the last two years now, and am very happy with it. 

John Graybeal from Anneville PA on Purina Complete: If I could have anything I would like, it would be to have about 2% higher in fiber within this feed. However, the current fiber level is adequate and I would hate to see anyone mess with what I consider a good balanced feed. 

Samantha Hahn from Owosso MI on Kent 17% protein rabbit formula: Well, I wouldn’t mind water-proof bags, because sometimes the feed can get wet, but that is just a preference.

Sue Hill from Verona WI on ADM Alliance Nutrition Pen Pals: I wouldn't improve the feed as I feel it is a good formula as is.  I wish they would go back to the old paper feed bags but it sounds like the plastic ones are here for good.  Negative=they can be slippery and slide when being stacked.  Positive=they are recyclable!

Kristy Hume from Charlotte Mi on Manna Pro Sho: Less fines and more consistency bag-to-bag. I would also like to see my specific formula more widely available in the hopes that I could buy fresher feed.

Wesley Nelson from Treynor IA on Pen Pals Pro 16: lower the cost, but I know that is very difficult with grain and hay prices as high as they are.

Kandy Reif from Clarence IA on Nutrena Naturewise Premium: Right now I don’t have anything I would change about it except bag size.

James Rydell from Vermillion SD on Purina Show: I just hope they don't change anything.  I am extremely happy with the product I am using.  This product may not work for someone who is trying to maximize litters/year, but for someone who is strictly interested in getting a few litters a year, and providing rabbits for the show table, it is an excellent product.  The school of hard knocks has convinced me that I won't be changing in the future for convenience of purchase, or cost.

Stacey Sauter from  York PA on Manna Pro: more research into bigger litter sizes...we went from 9 to 13 on Purina, to 3 to 5 on Manna Pro.
